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he Paris Agreement of 2015 is an international accord
that requires all nations to combat climate change. While
the specific measures are defined at the national level,

their adequacy and efficacy are reviewed through international 
mechanisms. The goal of keeping global warming well below 2 de-
grees Celsius is to be achieved through cooperation between 
nations – this is the key political task of the Paris Agreement. What
has been lacking so far are rules for implementing these processes,
and they are set to be agreed upon at the end of 2018. A key 
objective of the conference in Bonn was to draw up an initial draft.

hat stood out at the conference was the strong focus on
the implementation of climate protection measures. This
focus had been agreed upon for the formal negotiations
and was also the dominating trend in the exhibition and

the conference. A number of nations, particularly newly industrial -
ising countries, had exhibition stands with integrated presentation
rooms. The agendas were packed. The delivery of the national 
climate goals was the main topic discussed between the key play-
ers, who included national and regional governments, businesses,
investors and NGOs. This variety of participants – from nation states
to the players involved – is perhaps the best indicator that, after
two years, the Paris Agreement is actually being implemented 
globally.

         

he following is a rundown of the outcomes for each topic.
The first of the five-yearly target increases specified in the
Paris Agreement will occur in 2018. To facilitate this, the
‘Talanoa dialogue’ was set up based on a traditional 

approach to discussions used in Fiji. The negotiations at ministerial
level are to be prepared in a cooperative process that relies on

scientific facts. It is expected that this will result in more ambitious
national targets at the end of 2018. A significant outcome of the
conference is the agreement on a draft of the rulebook. The ‘rule-
book’ is actually a collection of documents covering issues such 
as the monitoring of national reduction efforts (including market
mechanisms), the adjustment to climate change, and financial 
support for the implementation of climate protection measures.
These drafts contain numerous options and are several hundred
pages long, which is why there will be additional preparatory 
sessions in 2018. In addition to these formal negotiations, the 
process is supported by a number of informal initiatives. For exam-
ple, an international alliance of more than 20 states and federal
states, including Canada and the United Kingdom, has committed
to phasing out coal for energy production. Another important 
initiative was the Climate Summit in Paris on 12 December 2017,
which was initiated by the French President.

            
he conference in Bonn has shown that political action is
being taken across all nations and that climate policy will
have an impact on companies’ business models. This even
applies to the US, where the process of transformation is

increasingly managed by federal states and businesses. In Germany,
the phasing out of coal is currently a major political topic at many
levels. On the day before the conference, for example, a public peti -
tion to turn off Munich’s only coal-fired power station was success -
ful. This was a key talking point in the coalition negotiations. After
the negotiations collapsed, the Grünen – Germany’s green party –
announced that it will table a resolution for a rapid phasing out of
coal in order to achieve the country’s targets for 2020. Overall, the
measures taken to implement the Paris Agreement vary con siderably
from nation to nation, and companies will need to deal with a wide
range of country-specific regulations. Climate change and climate
policy are becoming increasingly important factors in company 
performance.

An assessment by Dr Roland Geres and Andreas Kohn of FutureCamp, and Dr Jörg Doppelfeld.
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Two years after the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the 23rd UN Climate Change Conference (COP23) in
Bonn came to an end on 18 November 2017. Estimates suggest it was attended by more than 20,000 people.
The main focus of the meeting, presided over by Fiji, was on establishing a set of rules for the implementation
of the Paris Agreement.


